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FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN 2014–2023 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.04 am]: I am pleased to update the house on 
progress in developing the Forest Management Plan 2014–2023. One of the final steps in having the plan ready 
for January 2014 was to determine the appeals against the Environmental Protection Authority’s report on the 
“Proposed Forest Management Plan 2014–2023”. I have now made my determination on these appeals. Fifty six 
appeals were received covering a broad range of matters. In making my decision I have taken into account the 
advice from the Appeals Convenor. I have accepted her recommendation to allow the appeals to the extent that 
target completion dates will be applied for a number of the management activities, providing some clarity for the 
community on the implementation priorities in the plan. I am also imposing a condition that any proposal to 
access up to the upper limit allowable cut under the sustainable yield of forest products is to be approved by the 
Minister for Environment. There were also a number of grounds of appeal that the Appeals Convenor advised 
should be dismissed, and I have accepted this advice. The Appeals Convenor’s report to me is available to the 
community and is published on its website. 

I am of the view that the EPA has adequately considered the key environmental factors identified in its 
assessment of the proposal and that this assessment was consistent with the requirements of the Environmental 
Protection Act. The plan will now be amended to give effect to my appeal determination. The Conservation 
Commission of Western Australia will provide me with a final plan for approval. This plan will reflect, where 
appropriate, the broad consultation that has occurred on the Environmental Protection Act and the Conservation 
and Land Management Act during its preparation. After an extensive process over a number of years we are now 
close to having a new policy framework for managing the state’s south west native forests. The plan reflects a 
balance between community expectations for protecting Western Australia’s south west forests and the economic 
benefits of sustainable timber harvesting. 
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